
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 12 June 2003] 

 p8698b-8700a 
Mr Arthur Marshall; Ms Alannah MacTiernan 

 [1] 

PEEL DEVIATION FUNDING 
Grievance 

MR A.D. MARSHALL (Dawesville) [9.44 am]:  My grievance is once again on the lack of funds provided for 
the Peel deviation and the apparent disinterest of the Government in this project.  This project is rated as the 
number one priority of not only the Peel Development Commission and the City of Mandurah, but also the local 
community.   

Mr J.L. Bradshaw:  And the south west.   

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  And of course the south west.  The cost of construction of the Peel deviation is 
$140 million, and a further $40 million is required for the northern bypass.  That is not a lot of money bearing in 
mind the importance of the project.  Environmental approval has already been granted to the Peel deviation 
project.  Land acquisition is under way.  The concept design and the concept bridge design have almost been 
completed.  This project could be finished in three years if the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure gave it 
the green light.  It could be started even sooner if federal funds were tapped into through the roads of national 
importance program.   

Ms A.J. MacTiernan:  Where would we get these funds?  You are unbelievable.   

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  The minister unknowingly misled the House when she quoted information from her 
advisers that lacked research and truth.  On Tuesday, 15 April during question time the minister stated that the 
federal Government -   

. . . is not prepared to allow the Peel deviation to be part of the national land transport network. . . .  The 
federal Government has stated that it will not give the State any money under the roads of national 
importance program and that it is fully committed until 2005-06. 

Her answer continues - 

There is no preparedness on the part of the federal Government to contribute to the road. 

The final passage I will quote is a real ring-dinger - 

. . . the federal Government has no intention whatsoever within the next decade of making any 
contribution to the road. 

Further misleading information has been provided.  Correspondence that I received from the minister’s chief of 
staff, Lyn Sherwood, on 22 May 2003 states -  

Unfortunately, to date the Commonwealth has advised it is unable to contribute funding to this project.   

Despite everything that has been said in this Parliament damning the federal Government, I have received 
different advice from the federal Minister for Transport and Regional Services, John Anderson.  I will read to the 
House a letter dated 1 March 2002 to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, because things are not as our 
minister has stated.  The letter states -    

Funding for national road projects under the RONI Program is normally determined by the Federal 
Government in the budget context.  Each year I determine a Programme of Works for each State setting 
out the Commonwealth’s budget for expenditure by the State on approved projects and endorsed new 
projects.   

Unfortunately, funding under the RONI Program is fully committed at this time, with future allocations 
directed toward meeting the Federal Government’s election commitments.  You should also be aware 
that, in general, the Commonwealth will only consider contributing funding for construction work on 
RONI projects once States have carried out detailed planning and design.   

That is an important phase that we will talk about later.  The letter continues - 

The further planning and design activities you propose for the Peel Deviation should provide necessary 
evidence for the Commonwealth to determine whether the project should be declared a RONI or not.   

This letter does not say that the federal Government will never consider a proposal from the Government of 
Western Australia.  Since the so-called knock-back in that letter, the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure has 
not bothered to apply again for funding under that program.  This worries me, as it is not the action I would 
expect of the minister.  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure is a fighter and a scrapper; she gets what she 
wants.  Once again, I believe that this project has been put into a too-hard or disinterested file, which has meant 
that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure has not fought or scrapped for this major project which people 
from the Peel and south west region want developed.  She could at least apply properly for financial assistance 
from the federal Government under the RONI scheme.   
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Anyone who wants to play tennis at Wimbledon must nominate.  Once the nominations have been put in, the 
first one hundred best applicants are automatically included in the draw.  Then there are a few hazy ones.  A 
further 128 nominations go into a qualifying event, from which eight people go into the draw for Wimbledon.  
That process determines who will be accepted for Wimbledon.  One of them might just be lucky if one of the 
others breaks down, but they must nominate first.  My worry is that the Government will not have the 
opportunity for another nomination because it will be told that the original nomination should have been done 
properly.  It is stupid to say that the federal money is not available.  Both the minister and I know that some 
projects fall through.  An example is the Victorian State Government reneging on its commitment to the 
Scoresby Freeway.  A question to the federal Treasurer was reported as follows - 

JOURNALIST: 
The federal Government was going to put in over $450 million, as you have said, for Victorian Roads.  
This toll, it’s projected, will raise about $300 million.  What will the Federal Government be doing with 
that money that they collect? 

TREASURER: 
The Federal Government intends to stick by the written agreement.  Mr Bracks should sack his transport 
minister immediately and announce that he will honour his word and he will honour this contract.  The 
contract is very clear, $445 million from the Commonwealth, that is on the table; $445 million from the 
Victorian Government, that should be on the table, no tolls.   

If the Victorian Government brings in tolls, the federal Government will scrap its offer. 

I have a number of concerns about the Peel deviation project.  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure has 
not made the proper application for money from the roads of national importance program; she has given the 
Peel deviation a low rating on the State’s list of priority needs; she has not got the money to match the federal 
money if she could get it; and the project appears to be too big for her to comprehend its value to the State and 
the south west in particular.  Having watched money being squandered on the Mandurah-Perth rail link over the 
past 12 months, I despair for my constituents because of the minister’s disinterest in the Peel deviation.  I simply 
ask the minister to apply to the federal Government again and fulfil the proper application requirements.  She 
should not take the Western Australian public for a ride by covering up her inaction. 

MS A.J. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.53 am]:  The member for Peel 
deviation - sorry, the member for Dawesville!  Members on the other side love deviations.  Some might describe 
them as deviants. 

Although I have a great deal of time for the member for Dawesville and always love his tennis analogies, he has 
hit this one right out of court.  I think we will see that the result today will be - 

Mr A.D. Marshall:  It will be 6-0! 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  It will be the opposite - 0-6. 

Once again I will go through this issue with the member for Dawesville, as I have done time and time again.  I 
will persist, and one day I will get him to understand.  The first point I want to make concerns a little bit of 
history.  Members need to understand that under the previous Government not one application was made for 
funding for the Peel deviation - this highly important road.  When we came into government, we commenced to 
honour our election commitment, which was to start purchasing the land for the Peel deviation.  We have more 
than exceeded the amount that we pledged for that.  I think we pledged $5 million in the first term, and we have 
more than met that.  We then made an application to the federal Government.  We said that we understood that 
the federal Government’s funds were fully committed under the roads of national importance program until 
2006, as the federal Government made very clear to us.  We made an application last year for funding.  We used 
the same approach that has been used for every other application for funding for RONI; that is, to send a detailed 
submission.  I have in front of me the detailed submission that we sent.  Because the federal Government had no 
intention of funding the project, it wrote back and said that it wanted to see detailed plans.  It wanted us to go 
into the process of many millions of dollars worth of design work without having any commitment to fund it.  
We never do that and it has never been done in the past; it has never been a requirement of RONI funding to 
have detailed drawings before making funding applications.  This was a little excuse dreamt up by the federal 
Government because it has some sensitivity to the issue because of the federal seat of Canning.  It therefore 
wanted to put the blame onto the State Government.  Why was that not a requirement for the Roe Highway 
funding? 

Mr A.D. Marshall:  What I would like to know is, having been told by Hon John Anderson in the letter I quoted 
what the requirements were, did the minister ever answer him and tell him what she is telling me? 
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Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  Quite frankly, this Government will not waste its time when it knows perfectly well 
that the federal Government has no intention of doing it.  

Mr A.D. Marshall:  That is supposition. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Member! 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  It is important to understand that this is never a requirement.  We are only now asking 
for design and construct tenders for Roe Highway stage 7, so that detailed drawings are done.  Funding was 
committed for that a couple of years ago, yet only now is it getting to the point where the design is being done.  
The notion that there must be a detailed design in order to apply for funding is absurd. 

I will go through what has happened.  Since then, the federal Government has announced its proposal to move 
totally away from the RONI packaging that has been in place for the past six or seven years.  It has said that it is 
moving to an entirely new system and that as from 2006 the AusLink system will be in place.  The AusLink 
system establishes a national freight network, which the federal Government calls a national transport network.  
Arising out of that, the federal Government will consider funding applications for that network and only that 
network.  That network involves roads and rail.  It also involves competition between not only State 
Governments but also the private sector.  Therefore, applying for RONI funding now is completely vacuous and 
stupid, because there will be no RONI funding after 2006.  The federal Government has made it very clear that 
no more money will be going into RONI programs. 

Mr A.D. Marshall:  It is revised every year.  You might get it next year. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  No, it is not revised every year.  John Anderson has made it very clear that only those 
projects that have already been committed to will be funded; from then on we must compete under AusLink.  If 
the member listens - 

Mr A.D. Marshall:  I am listening. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  The member might learn something.  Let me slam a few aces into his court. 

Mr A.D. Marshall:  I said that you were a scrapper, but you are not scrapping in the right way.   

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Member for Dawesville. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  In order to ensure that in the post-RONI environment and the new AusLink 
environment we have some chance, the Government has had some success in getting the Perth to Bunbury area 
included in the draft national transport plan, which has been a very positive development.  If that goes into the 
final plan, we have some chance of getting AusLink funding for the Peel deviation.  However, we must be 
realistic about the time frames.  I met last night with all the members of the stakeholder group in a meeting 
organised by the member for Mandurah.  The sort of time frame that we are committing to and want to work 
with the federal Government under AusLink will see the Peel deviation constructed between 2008 and 2011.  
The project will cost $300 million and it is not a project that can be done overnight.  That is the type of realistic 
framework that we have got.  I believe we can work together in a cooperative, bipartisan way to get federal 
Government support. 
 


